n the twentieth century, { the touchstone of a
writer’s 1ntc]lectual .and ‘moral integrity-was ;

his attitude towards-and: dealings with the

_authontanan regimes of Left and Right. Up to

now, most attention has focused on the obvipus
figures on the Right, such as Pound, D’Annun-
zio, Heidegger or Gentile, who openly sup:
ported Fascism. Here the issue has been how far
their writings as a whole are tainted .by their
political sympathies: Increasingly, however, the

- opening up of relevant archives and the assidu-

ous burrowings of scholars have revealed more
surprising and often more complex cases.
These authors either never expressed particu-
lar political opinions..or had been. avowedly,
evén prominently, members of the, opposition.
The revelatjons that they collaborated with or
supported the authorities seem like the trans-

" gressions of an apparently loving but adulterous

. is'by soine way the:moré traxghtfo

husband. As with adultery, their sins lie hidden
from view, often unknown to friends or family

‘and at variance with their expressed beliefs and
“apparent commitments and personalities. They -

also seem deeply” private and secret failings,
that. have had to- be exeavatad from w1th1n
official or personal papers and correspondence
The obvious temptation for Hard-working schol-
ars is to believe that they | have uncoyeredithe
deep structure of their. subject's tFought: The
work becomes. either an atonement. for, or; an
expression of, the author s guilt,. Even if. true,
though, it remains debatable how far thiese
flawed motivations detract from the work.
Both Benedetto Croce -and. Ignazio ‘Silone -
were significaiit intéllectual critics of Fascism
(and Communism). Yet; fof very’ different rea-
soms; their personal’ opinions or’ actions have

“ been regarded as being .at variance with- what

they said and:wrote. Of theitwosc:
and unmedlately followm Muss

.conservative. hberal estabhshment in supportlng
the Fascasts as- the lesser of two evxls m their

by his private wcalth from’ any need to compro-
mise with the regimé, soor fnade him the most
prominent " anti=Fascist- intellectual . —  praised,
despite their disagfeémeénts, :even by Commu-
nists such as Gramsci. All:of’ this is :comumon
knowledge, with many of the relevant docu-
ments being published by ‘Croce himself, The
key issue has always been whether that earlier:
support was simply an expression of Croce’s:
personal poht(cal consetvatism or; had deéper

* philosophieal foots — whether, in're

. rega:ded this view s gomg too £ ‘R

,smou to what be saw as

majority of critics, myself mcluded 3 2
that Croce’s reahst View o P slitics and hlS Oppo-.

tiberalism. ]ndeed,_hr, made rmponant rnodlﬁca—
tions to his polmcal thought after 1924-111 order

atternpted to address thiese sorts of objectitis.-

Fabio Fernando Rizi is not a ‘historiari. of Silon
‘ideas or-a philosoplier and, despite: his ‘ocoae i
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sional:claifns. to do se; e does not really deal -
with.- this: critigy :: Instead Ihe focuses..on.the
hithierto-latgely 'dlsputed - personal issue .and
seeksl.to_show,that e Was. not simply an afm-
chair conseryative
Srmth and-otheis; f 8 m., -
not sare he fully taekles: this- argument exther At

both a personal and an. intellectual. level Croce gloatmg, onthie far'L eft and Righ
was :always yery-opeir:jo-scholars front: 2C105S “among this. moderate Left— with-50me support-
the :: 1deolog1ca1 :and. -ifideed . -methodological
spectt‘um espécially-younger ones: That he met;
‘and; i sinall-yet §ignificant ways; helped many
in' the‘oppositioli:who lacked: his-standing and!
resources is . well known, though.Rizi is to be
corimended fot Having: dotaﬂed ‘these contacts .-

Rea‘ oneto thiese revelano ra.ugc ﬁ'om the

“ticed . By
nitosa'

Iecogumon atid dod “atichool ‘'of Followerss.
By-thé First World War; ‘Cioce hiad Bégun to-te:
writtén off as d past master whose. “system™ was

- finishied-and: #as -there 't&+be- criticized: by.- the

Tew" ‘generdtion; his opposmon 1o Ttaly’s  entiy’
‘into -the “War- avifig earfied ‘Hiin: considerable’
- unpopul ] § 3
‘tion &€
Teast)

exs declaring. the Fascists. had dehberatelymade -
is ex¢ “-als’ can be' mistaken and weak, yet however

convmcmg, with- the analysxs and redating; zof

epth.v by vu'tue of remtmducmg the
€ cation Silone sought to expunige:
"Most people would probably wish to imagine

- themselves as perceptively and bravely oppos-

ing what hardly anyone now doubts were ‘atro-
cious- regimes.- Such wishful thinking perhaps
explains why people have wanted to .protect

‘intellectual heroes, such as Croce and:Silone,.
- from any suggestion that they might have emed.
~The fact:is, few are so far-sighted or coura-

geous. To realize that even intelligent individu-.

imperfectly- seek- torectify. those, emrors and
make amends; is ultimately miore salutary than '
tales of unsullied heroes..




